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Cornwall Council  

Draft Sustainable Energy Action Plan 
 

Comments on Draft Report for Consultation 

 

Trewidland Community Energy Group 
East Looe Valley Energy Network       March 8th 2013 

 

We welcome the Cornwall SEAP initiative as a means to reduce long term energy use 

and CO2 emissions in the County as part of a clear UK and European response to 

anthropogenic climate change and rising energy prices. However there are several 

areas of concern which are not fully dealt with in the current version of the report.  

We have tried to deal with these concerns within the broad structure of the SEAP 

sectors in the following commentary. Key Issues are raised under these headings 

include: 

 Problems with priorities between energy demand reduction and renewable 

energy generation 

 Current evidence that proposed energy and CO2 reductions cannot be met by 

2020 

 Complexities in the structure of the report which make it difficult to identify 

overarching aims or detailed actions in the action plan.  

 Problems in the scale and range of initiatives to reduce highest energy demands  

 Buildings constitute 59% of current energy use – plan to reduce these demands 

is unclear 

 Transport constitutes 40% of current energy use – proposals listed are 

insignificant in scope 

 Limitations in the role that can be played by Local electricity production 

 Land use planning can be more effectively used to reduce demand 

 Current problems in working with Citizens and Stakeholders 

 

We therefore introduce our points under two main headings – (A) General criticisms 

and questions, and (B) Detailed Comments 

NB: All page nos quoted refer to the Draft SEAP Report as of 09 March 2013; 

http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=29833 

  

http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=29833
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(A) General Comments 

A number of issues underpin the scope and strategy of the Report, all of which we would like to 

question. For example 

A1. Page 3 – ‘The Green Cornwall Programme aspires to exceed national and European 

targets and … those set by the Covenant of Mayors’.   

Why is Cornwall setting itself targets which exceed EU and national values? Is this in the hope of 

attracting even greater EU funding? (c.f. p. 36) If so, this policy should be clearly stated. All that 

the Council’s present ‘strategy’ (such as it is) is currently doing, is placing the Cornish landscape 

under greater pressure, as more and more wind farms and SPVs are approved. 

2. Page 4 – (Owing to the lack of suitable data [?]), the BEI study included in the 

Report is based on 2009 emissions.  

But the EU recommended reference year for studies of GHG emissions is 1990, which would give 

even more exacting targets. Therefore the SEAP, in its present format, appears to be merely a 

cosmetic exercise.  

According to a report in The Guardian of 9 March 2013, it has now been shown by the Dutch 

government's scientific advisers that rich countries will need to reduce emissions by 50% 

percent below 1990 levels by 2020 if there is to be even a medium chance of limiting global 

warming to 2ºC.1 

What should therefore be conducted is an exercise using 1990 data, but EU targets. This would 

probably produce more exacting targets than the present SEAP, but at least they would be based 

on the same data as used by everyone else. 

NB: the contradictory nature of these two points is in itself indicative of the inherently 

flawed strategy of the SEAP Report. 

3. Page 5 – The estimated (electricity) demand reduction target is 30% (from ca 9.5 to 

ca 6.7 x 106 MW h a-1) 

How realistic is this target? Nowhere in the Report is there any discussion of how realistic or 

unrealistic or not it may be (i.e. it is accepted as a ’given’). But as it underlies the entire 

Strategy, and therefore the medium-term future of the Cornish environment and the Cornish 

landscape, there should surely have been at least some discussion as to how it was arrived at. 

4. Page 6 – Current actions will reduce emissions by 16%, and energy demand by 4%. 

REN will eventually supply 28-40% of the SEAP sector 

Where will the other 18% (emissions) and 16% (demand) come from? They are unlikely to be 

achieved by efficiency savings alone (see below) 

                                                 
1 http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2013/mar/08/hawaii-climate-change-second-greatest-annual-

rise-emissions?INTCMP=SRCH  

 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2013/mar/08/hawaii-climate-change-second-greatest-annual-rise-emissions?INTCMP=SRCH
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2013/mar/08/hawaii-climate-change-second-greatest-annual-rise-emissions?INTCMP=SRCH


3 
 

5. Page 13 – Developing self-sufficient and resilient communities  

At several locations (pp. 13, 17, 50, 60) it is stated that among the key aims of the Report are 

to increase the self-reliance of local communities, to increase local generation of sustainable and 

affordable energy and reduce consumption, and in particular to enhance participation in 

influencing local decision making. However, throughout the Report, very little attention is paid to 

helping local communities, particularly small ones, to generate their own power (as opposed to it 

being supplied by private developers, or by the National Grid).  

What is more, ‘local communities’ are defined throughout the Report (e.g. p. 36) as ‘Town and 

Parish Councils’, whereas in many small communities in Cornwall, Parish Councils are dominated 

by the same farming interests as are currently covering the Cornish landscape with turbines and 

SPVs. Therefore what is needed is a much stronger initiative on the part of the Council to contact 

other community groups outside the formal structure of local representation.  

To a limited extent, this has been achieved, in the shape of groups such as those at Polperro, 

WREN or Free Fowey, but much more active version of this policy of this needs to be 

incorporated in any SEAP. It would be interesting know whether it was the Council which 

contacted these groups, or vice versa. 

7. Page 24 – Target energy reduction savings 

According to Table 2-8 (p. 24), 94% of these savings are to come from commercial (14%) and 

residential buildings (43%), and private & commercial transport (37%). Yet by the time any 

reduction measures for these sources are introduced (residential buildings, 2016; commercial 

buildings, 2019; p. 28), and at the current rate of their approval, Cornwall will be covered in 

SPVs long before such measures take any effect. Why the delay until 2016/2019? Why not 

now? Why not retrospectively in the case of organisations who can clearly afford such 

measures (e.g. large supermarket chains), and who might even enjoy the green 

‘kudos’ generated. 

No concrete proposals for reducing energy demand from transport beyond car sharing, and 

persuading (sic) bus operators etc to adopt similar targets and measures. But as it is Cornwall 

Council which allocates franchises to bus operators, and pays them their often substantial 

subsidies, it would be nice to see the SEAP taking a slightly less craven attitude to this aspect of 

its policy, and considering obligatory measures. 

8. Page 43 – the Low Carbon schools project  

This, and many other proposed measures in the Report concerned with changes in infrastructure 

and transport, are to be achieved ‘… without any capital investment’.  

What the SEAP is really attempting reverse is the last thirty years of market-driven change over 

a wide range of societal activities, principally in shopping and in transport and without 

spending any money. For example, it very difficult to see how private car and commercial 

vehicle use can be reduced so long as councils continue to approve out-, or edge-of-town 

shopping facilities. Similarly, how is the problem of over use of private cars for taking children to 
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school to be overcome, unless specific alternative transport facilities are provided by the 

community? 

6. Page 13 - Environment – to make the most (sic) of our environment 

At various points throughout the Report, an implicit attitude to nature is exhibited which cannot 

possibly be helpful in developing a truly sustainable society. For example, nature does not work 

on a maximal strategies (‘making the most of’; see above) but on optimal ones (i.e. balance) , 

which therefore entirely preclude such activities as ‘… developing a concept of “environmental 

growth” ’ (p. 16), a concept which is completely inimical to natural systems. 

Elsewhere, it is at least recognised that 

For many people [,] green infrastructure is the very reason for living, working, investing 

and visiting Cornwall. … good quality[,] well[-]planned and appropriately located green 

infrastructure is critical to Cornwall’s future. (p. 35) 

However, ‘making the most’ of such an infrastructure via a strategy of ‘environmental growth’ 

will only ultimately serve to destroy it. And yet an alternative strategy is available.2 

Our detailed comments now follow. 

 

  

                                                 
2
 See Sustainable Development Commission, Prosperity without Growth, 2009, 136 pp., http://www.sd-

commission.org.uk/data/files/publications/prosperity_without_growth_report.pdf 

http://www.sd-commission.org.uk/data/files/publications/prosperity_without_growth_report.pdf
http://www.sd-commission.org.uk/data/files/publications/prosperity_without_growth_report.pdf


5 
 

B. Detailed Comments 

 

1. Priorities for Action  

 

The Sustainable Energy Hierarchy diagram (p. 18) lists priorities as:  

 

1. Reduce the need for Energy 

 

2. Improve Energy Efficiency 

 

3. Use renewable or low carbon Energy 

But the example given for reducing energy need – ‘switching off office equipment’ – is unlikely to 

provide the scale of reduction which will be required across all sectors in order to achieve a 34% 

fall in energy demand across the Building and Transport sectors. 

In the case of Cornwall Council’s stated major SEAP targets:  

 Cutting greenhouse gas/ equivalent carbon CO2 e emissions from the SEAP sectors by 

34% by 2020 

 Cutting greenhouse gas/ equivalent carbon CO2 e emissions from Cornwall Council by 

34% by 2020 

 Reducing Energy demand from the SEAP sectors by 30% by 2020 

 Ensuring that 30% of energy demand in the SEAP sector be met by generation of 

renewable resources. 

Reduction of energy demand appears to be a lower priority in the Council’s objectives than the 

above Sustainable Energy Hierarchy diagram would indicate was appropriate.  

 

2. Baseline and Targets 

 

This is a ten year plan – based on reductions from 2009 to reach targets by 2020 (see Table 1 

below) 

 

The Council’s own figures show that over the first three years of this plan, current and planned 

actions are likely to achieve a 4.1% reduction in CO2 emissions. 

 

It is difficult to see how the remaining 30% reduction can be achieved in the next seven years to 

2020.  

 

It is also very clear from the Council’s own figures (Table 2.1) that priority areas for demand 

reduction are building (59%) and transport (40% related energy).   

 

It is unlikely that reductions in other sectors will be able to create the overall reductions in 

demand required.  
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Omission of agriculture from this table (and the SEAP analysis) is serious issue, as agriculture 

accounts for 9% of overall UK emissions.3 As indicated, this omission should be remedied at the 

earliest opportunity. 

Table 2.1: Current Energy use and proposed and planned reductions (all figures from 

SEAP document) 

 

SEAP Sectors 

 

Baseline 

MW h 

2009 

MW h per 

sector 

2009 

Planned 

KW h 
reducti

on 

CO2 

baseline 

tonnes 

produced 

Proposed

CO2 

reductio

n  

Actual + 

planned  

Reduction 

2012 

Buildings and 

Equipment  

 Council 

 Commercial 

 Residential 

 

 

 

   122,574 

1,363,415 

4,141,793 

 

5,627,782 

( 59% of 

total) 

 

 

  30% 

  30% 

  30% 

 

 

     42,909 

   429,695 

1,330,287 

 

 

  40% 

  34% 

  34% 

 

 

 

 

 

   6.69% 

Transport 

 Municipal fleet 

 Public transport 

 Private transport  

 Commercial 
transport 

 

      47,991 

    264,985 

 3,580,655 

3, 893,631 

(40% of 

total) 

 

  30% 

  30% 

  30% 

 

     12,002 

     67,044 

 { 

 {886,622 

 

  40% 

  34% 

  34% 

 

 

 

 

 

   0.25% 

Waste 
management  

     294,228 

(337,451; 

p. 21) 

  34% - 

Water 

management  

          45   34% - 

Street lighting      20,540      20,540 30%     11,199   40%  21% 

Industry and 

Agriculture? 

     - 

Totals   (£ 1.4 

billion) 

 9,541,953   (34%+)     4.1% 

 

  

                                                 
3
 www.defra.gov.uk/.../files/pb13622-ghg-emission-projections.pdf 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/.../files/pb13622-ghg-emission-projections.pdf
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3. Structure of the report  

 

While this represents a systematic arrangement of these discussions (in relation to the SEAP 

headings) it makes it very difficult to fully understand or to fully address the scale of the 

problems that Cornwall faces in relation to the massive impacts across these sectors e.g. of the 

99% of energy demand which is associated with Energy use in Buildings (59%) and Transport 

(40%) sectors, elements of which are dealt with separately in each of the four sections of the 

Report.  

Much of the content of each section sets out a brief introduction to current initiatives, and while 

this is of interest, it makes it difficult to identify clear conclusions or proposals for action. 

Proposed actions could have been formatted as brief tables at the end of each of the four 

sections and then collated as a whole in the final conclusion to the report. 

The lack of a clear Action Plan matrix  at the end of the report, which clearly sets out the key 

proposals for action under each of the SEAP headings, together with their predicted impacts in 

achieving the overall target reductions of the Plan, make it impossible to understand what 

specific action the Council is actually proposing. The lack of such a detailed matrix is also likely 

to make it difficult to evaluate the success or failure of individual actions as part of the SEAP 

monitoring process.  

4. Reducing the Need for Energy 

4.1. Buildings and Equipment/Facilities: 

Demand for energy for all buildings in the County (at 59% of total current energy use) is 

dramatic. A total of 73% of building-related energy is via domestic dwellings. Current and 

planned actions in these areas (Table; p. 69 and outlined in the text) do not appear capable of 

reaching the reduction of energy proposed use by 2020. 

While past years have seen considerable improvements in energy efficiency of domestic 

appliances, many of these reductions are already available, and therefore cannot help with 

future projections.  

The reduction of energy used for heating and water-heating for domestic homes in the County 

are therefore key targets for demand reductions in the building sector.  

4.2. Green Deal  

 

The complexities of the Green Deal (and the associated Energy Companies Obligation), and the 

financial limitations of the former,4 have made it difficult for many homeowners to take full 

advantage of measures to improve energy efficiency or reduce energy demands in their homes. 

This is particularly difficult in Cornwall, where many buildings are dispersed, and where a high 

proportion fall into the category ‘hard to heat’ (i.e. are of pre-1919, solid wall construction).  

                                                 
4
 Green deal is too complicated for saving energy’, The Guardian 28 September 2012; 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/money/2012/sep/28/green-deal-too-complicated-saving-

energy?INTCMP=SRCH 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/money/2012/sep/28/green-deal-too-complicated-saving-energy?INTCMP=SRCH
http://www.guardian.co.uk/money/2012/sep/28/green-deal-too-complicated-saving-energy?INTCMP=SRCH
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4.3. Fuel Switch 

 

A total of 55% of Cornwall’s houses are not connected to mains gas. The Report therefore 

proposes the extension of gas supplies to a further 13% of houses, but although this may reduce 

the CO2 emissions saved, it will not make a significant impact on demand for energy. Neither is 

it likely – as suggested – (a) to remove many people from fuel poverty,5 or (b) increase 

Cornwall’s fuel self-reliance. 

 

4.4. Eco-Communities:  

 

No matter how efficient new buildings developed as part of eco-communities may be, they are 

still adding to fuel and transport demands in the county, not improving it. They can, however, 

provide good precedents for increasingly stringent demands on building energy reduction for 

future house-building.   

 

Forthcoming changes in the (UK) Building Control Regulations targeted to achieve a ‘Zero 

Carbon’ homes by 2016 are not discussed. These regulations could be used to encourage 

development of commercial production of appropriate building materials and systems within the 

county which could then support the creation of such homes, and reduce transport energy costs, 

while also potentially creating new jobs. 

 

4.5. Individual building projects  

 

Of the eight building studies reviewed in the SEAP draft document (pp. 52-56), only one – the 

Healthy Homes- Loans and Grants – appears to be of a significant scale to make the kind of 

major reductions in energy demand (24,215 MW h) and/or in CO2 emissions (5,977 t/ CO2 e) 

proposed. This project, which insulated 5,900 dwellings, indicates precisely the scale of action 

required in order to extend this kind of saving across all of Cornwall’s homes, particularly those 

which are currently in fuel poverty.  Unfortunately, this scheme ended in 2012.  This and the 

other projects working with local communities (such as ‘Warmer Wadebridge’) would therefore 

need to be extended on a much greater scale than proposed here in order to increase their 

benefits and to reduce energy use. 

 

4.6. Townscape Heritage Initiative  

 

The Heritage and Regeneration-led initiative, particularly in its development of sympathetic 

upgrading of both traditional and historic buildings, appears to be a very good model which is 

initiating research and monitoring and recognising the significance of local skills development to 

increase understanding of both traditional construction systems and materials, and of reducing 

energy demands.   

 

                                                 
5
 British Gas priced hikes help boost annual profit by 11% to more than £600m; 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/business/2013/feb/27/british-gas-price-profit-rise-centrica?INTCMP=SRCH 
 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/business/2013/feb/27/british-gas-price-profit-rise-centrica?INTCMP=SRCH
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However, there is not yet a consensus on how best to match these needs for ‘hard to treat’ 

buildings, and there is a considerable opportunity to invest in such projects which could provide 

non-damaging solutions for the high proportion of Cornwall’s buildings which fall into this 

category.  

 

4.7. Council Actions on Schools 

The diagram on page 42 clearly shows that 38% of the Council’s emissions (half of its emissions 

from buildings) are related to Schools. As the Council’s target for CO2 emissions is 40% by 2020, 

it is understandable that Low Carbon Schools are a part of this strategy, though surprising that it 

is fourth on the list of initiatives, especially as considerable work has already been undertaken 

on school buildings programmes which provide useful information on worthwhile initiatives.  

It is encouraging to see that it is highlighted as an action directed to 2020 (p. 48), but why the 

proposed action is only a pilot, and not to be fully implemented until 2017 across all schools is 

difficult to understand. The ambitions indicated could go much farther.  

Such action not only provides a community focus (particularly in local primary schools) which 

could encourage and support other community and domestic initiatives. It also gives very clear 

lessons to all those associated with the School – pupils, teachers, parents and governors – of the 

Council’s ambitions and objectives related to energy and Co2 reduction.  

Energy Action on Schools could form a significant focus of much other work related to both 

council and community ambitions, including to those related to buildings, transport and energy 

generation. 

5. Transport  

5.1. Superfast Broadband (no measurable savings) is welcomed as means of encouraging 

working from home and improving access to services for many members of the community. 

5.2. Connecting Cornwall: 2030 Local Transport Plan  

 

Neither the apparent hierarchy, nor the scale of impact of many of the initiatives listed seems 

appropriate to achieve a 34% reduction in this large element of energy use in the County. For 

example, Priority No 1, Investment in walking and cycling  (while worthwhile) is unlikely to 

reduce transport needs/ emissions for the main travel to work / school/ shops trips of most of 

Cornwall’s residents, (particularly for women,  children and the elderly).  

While many of these initiatives might be appropriate for City-based authorities (from which 

many members of the Covenant of Mayors are drawn), the differences between urban localities 

and Cornwall’s highly rural, and peripheral character, make it necessary to view the proposed 

efficacy of such actions with some caution.  

Potentially significant improvements, for example, in concentrated public transport systems 

which are already well integrated in urban strategic planning are much easier to achieve by e.g. 

efficiencies in fleet technologies than the equivalent dispersed and unrelated systems in the rural 

Southwest.  
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The urgency of the target deadlines for reductions by 2020 would seem to require a much more 

radical rethinking of public/ private transport balances. We know that there is already a major 

move to rail travel in Cornwall as elsewhere (now reaching 1930 usage). The development, with 

bus and train companies, of an integrated transport plan to make it easy for individuals in all 

communities to choose public transport and reduce their car use, would seem to be a high 

priority. A first step in this process would be to review bus and train timetables so that 

buses do not, as is frequently the case at Liskeard and Bodmin Parkway stations, leave 

5 minutes before significant trains (e.g. from London) arrive! 

It would also seem to be appropriate to consider the need for reduction in levels of commercial 

and freight traffic both into and out of the County. Increasing the emphasis on ‘local production 

for local need’ by supporting such initiatives as Local Food (and other e.g. building materials) 

production and use, would also contribute to a reduction in transportation needs.  

6. Local Electricity production  

6.1. Renewable Energy Production 

 

While the figures given for increases in renewable electricity production in Cornwall show that it 

is clearly expected to rise in the county considerably over the next ten years, the impact of the 

development of these resources (through e.g. solar photovoltaic arrays and wind turbines) on 

the environment and economy of the county is not fully evaluated in the report.  

 

Table 6.1: Current Energy demand and potential Renewable Energy resources 

 

Energy and 
Electricity  

demand/renewable 

supply  for Cornwall 

MW h 
2009 

Planned 
reduction  

Proposed 
reduced 

MW h 2020 

Total energy 
demand  

 

9,541,953  6,679,367 

Total electricity 
consumption 

1,819,525 (30%) 1,273,667 

2009 renewable 

energy generation 

    

187,199 

  

Potential renewable 

electricity resources 

(excluding 
geo/offshore) 

  2,441,000 

Total needed from 

non renewable 
energy sources 

7,722,428  4,238,367 
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Of the total energy demand in Cornwall in 2009, 7,722, 428 MW h are not related to Electricity 

consumption. Even when all potential renewable electricity generation is in use to provide 

electrical energy needs for the county,  and all electrical energy reduction targets have  been 

reached, this still leaves a non-electrical energy demand (again after efficiency reductions) of 

4,238,367 MW h.  

The remaining energy needs are in the form of gas (only available in more urban parts of the 

County), heating oil and propane, solid fuels (coal and logs), or vehicle fuels. Geo and Offshore 

energy developments are not realistically likely in the proposed 2020 timescale, although these 

should certainly be supported as part of the longer term strategy.  

The figures shown above indicate the extent of reductions in uses of these fuels which would be 

needed in order to achieve 2020 targets. The 30% reduction figures do not seem credible 

against the existing energy reduction performances achieved so far.  

Problems in local renewable energy production have already arisen in many locations in 

Cornwall, where local communities are bearing the brunt of solar farm (PSV) and/or wind turbine 

developments (in operation for 25-30 year periods), without seeing any direct long term 

benefits. While landowners are receiving income for such developments, many communities 

have seen renewable energy schemes imposed without adequate or meaningful consultation. 

‘One off’ payments to Parish Councils cannot offset this problem. 

The lack of a Renewable Energy Strategy as part of an updates set of Local Plans for Cornwall’s 

districts makes these issues even more contentious, as current guidelines are ignored.  

7. Land Use Planning  

It is a great pity that delays in production of the new Cornwall Local Plan mean that this SEAP 

cannot be assessed against proposed policies.  

However, we welcome Policy 13 of the Local Plan (formerly the Core Strategy) to enforce 

development standards for new housing and commercial buildings.  It is clear that all 

development proposals should be assessed in order to ensure that they are fully in agreement 

with the ambitions of the SEAP. 

The Green Infrastructure Strategy, while clearly significant in terms of biodiversity and health 

needs of local communities, should be considered in terms of the wider value of the agricultural 

landscapes of the county, and the strong relationship that these provide for access to and 

enjoyment of nature to all our residents. The protection of these highly valued characteristics of 

the county landscape should be very carefully maintained and protected for future generations.   

7.1. Resource assessments 

 

Fuller resource assessment of renewable energy opportunities, and an evaluation of these 

against other key constraints – particularly those of conservation and landscape character 

designations – are also welcomed, as the current lack of clear considerations of such landscape 

designations has been the trigger of much concern and upheaval for local communities and 

landowners. Heat mapping is also welcomed.  
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The opportunity to take advantage of potential low carbon heat networks in new and existing 

developments is also welcomed 

 

7.2. Neighbourhood plans 

 

The use of Neighbourhood Plans as a means of co-ordinating local interests and ambitions is 

welcomed, However, the means of supporting such local planning processes is unclear.  So far, 

actual experience of Neighbourhood planning (e.g. on the Rame Peninsula), has reportedly 

proved very time-consuming, and in some senses frustrating, for those involved. The 

commitment of the council to valid and appropriate processes to involve all local stakeholders is 

essential if real benefits are to be achieved, and current very varied attitudes to e.g. renewable 

energy developments are to be successfully resolved. 

 

8. Working with Citizens and Stakeholders 

 

The commitment to working with communities is recognised as being of great importance in the 

achievement of reduction of energy use and CO2 emissions. However recent experience has 

shown that: 

 

8.1. Difficulties in current Sustainable Communities initiatives 

 

The ambition of creating Sustainable Communities (pp. 51-61), although underpinned by 

Community Power Cornwall, is not supported by the current system of local and district planning 

in the County. In our own area we have found that a local community group (in our case 

Trewidland Community Energy Group) had limited potential to access funding or to impact on 

local decision making. We have felt it necessary to go further in setting up a cross-parish 

initiative with members from St Keyne, Morval, Duloe, and Dobwalls and Trewidland parishes – 

the East Looe Valley Energy Network – in order to gain sufficient visibility to be taken seriously. 

 

Despite making contact with our local Community Network organiser from February 2011 and on 

several subsequent occasions, we are anticipating our first involvement with the Network – at 

the proposed Renewable Energy meeting in St Keyne Village Hall, on Monday 11th February – 

the day following the closing date for comments on this draft report. Several previous 

meetings, or promises of input, have been cancelled.  We do not believe that this is a 

coincidence! 

 

In any case, we feel that the list of priorities given on p. 61 for implementation of these 

measures is seriously flawed. Instead we suggest the strategy outlined below. While the SEAP 

strategy is therefore ‘top down’, our is ‘bottom up’, and therefore has the virtue of engaging the 

local community at a much earlier stage in the process (the beginning!) 
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SEAP Priority Suggested priority 

Work with landowners to identify potential sites 

Undertake assessment of REN opportunities 

Work with installers to identify appropriate 
technology options 

Engaging residents and stakeholders in the 

project 

Assist with planning application 

Secure funding 

Work with community to see devices 
successfully installed 

Engaging residents and stakeholders in the 

project 

Undertake assessment of REN opportunities 

Work with landowners to identify sites 

Secure funding 

Assist with planning application 

Work with installers to identify appropriate 

technology options 

Work with community to see devices 
successfully installed 

 

9. Conclusions 

The Conclusions section of the Report makes it clear that current and planned initiatives will not 

meet the reduction targets which have been set.  

No clear actions are set out under each of the report sectors either under the SEAP sector 

categories, or in relation to what appear to be the largest areas of energy use in the county i.e. 

Housing and Transport. 

To be an effective basis for action in Cornwall, both for the County Council, for other commercial 

organisations and services, and for individuals and communities, this report needs to make clear 

commitments for actions which will together achieve the 34% reduction in energy consumption 

and CO2 emissions.  

Other County or regionally-focused SEAP documents (e.g. Aberdeenshire, 2011; South Tyne & 

Wear, 2010) set out declared policies, together with their anticipated effectiveness under each of 

the SEAP headings. These formats make it possible to see clearly all actions to which the Council 

is committed, and to evaluate their relative impacts on achieving the objectives of the 

Sustainable Energy Action Plan.   

 

Ms Mhairi Mackie  

for Trewidland Community Energy Group 

Dr Patrick O’Sullivan  

for East Looe Valley Energy Network 

http://eastlooevalley.wordpress.com/ 

http://eastlooevalley.wordpress.com/

